


Objectives

After this activity you should be able to do the following:

· Name major legislation dealing with the environment.
· Understand the parts of the government which control environmental policy and enforcement.
Introduction 
The Executive Branch contains many of the agencies which regulate environmental law in the United States. The Environmental Protection Agency is an independent agency in the branch. Below is a break down on agencies (in bold), which deal with environmental issues.

Executive Branch

· Office of the President 
· Executive Departments 

· Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

· Forest Service

· Natural Resources Conservation Service
· Department of Commerce (DOC) 

· National Marine Fisheries 

· National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
· Department of Defense (DOD) 

· Department of Education (ED) 

· Department of Energy (DOE) 

· Civilian Radioactive Waste Management 

· Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy  

· Environmental Management 

· Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

· Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

· Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 

· Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

· National Institutes of Health (NIH)
· Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

· Environmental Measurements Laboratory

· Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

· Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control

· Department of the Interior (DOI) 

· Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

· Fish & Wildlife Service 

· Geological Survey (USGS) 

· Mineral Management Service 

· National Park Service 

· Office of Surface Mining, Reclamation & Enforcement
· Department of Justice (DOJ) 

· Department of Labor (DOL) 

· Mine Safety and Health Administration

· Department of State (DOS) 

· Department of Transportation (DOT) 

· Department of the Treasury 

· Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 

· Independent Agencies

· Environmental Protection Agency
· Federal Mine Safety and Health Review Commission

The Legislative Branch (made of the House of Representatives and the Senate) creates the laws which will govern the environment in the United States. They are aided by the Government Accounting Office (GAO) which analyzes use of public funds and provide suggestions to the congress.

The Judicial Branch from the US Supreme Court to lesser courts, The circuit court of appeals and the district courts. These decide the legality of the laws passed by the legislative branch and enforced by the executive branch.
Procedure
1. Create a timeline for the laws on this list. Each law should be explained and a key should allow someone to easily identify the type of law (Air, Land, Energy, Biodiversity, etc). I suggest color-coding your laws by type.

Arctic Conservation Act, 1978

California Desert Protection Act, 1994

Clean Air Act, 1955

Clean Water Act, 1972

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act, 1980

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species,  1975

Emergency Wetlands Resources Act, 1986

Endangered Species Act, 1973

Energy Tax Act, 1978

Environmental Education Act, 1990

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, Rodenticide Act, 1947

Federal Land Policy and Management Act, 1976

Fish and Wildlife Act, 1956

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1980

Food Quality Protection Act, 1996

Food Security Act, 1985

Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act, 1976

Freedom of Information Act, 1966

International Environmental Protection Act, 1983

Kyoto Protocol, 1997

Lacey Act, 1990

Land and Water Conservation Act, 1965

Low Level Radioactive Policy Act, 1980

Madrid Protocol, 1989

Marine Mammal Protection Act, 1972

Montreal Protocol, 1987

National Environmental Policy Act, 1969

National Forest Management Act, 1976

National Park Service Act, 1916

National Trails System Act, 1968

Nuclear Waste Policy Act, 1982

Ocean Dumping Ban Act, 1988

Pollution Prevention Act, 1990

Price-Anderson Act, 1957

Renewable Resources Planning Act, 1974

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 1976

Safe Drinking Water Act, 1974

Soil and Water Conservation Act, 1977

Soil Conservation Act, 1935

Species Conservation Act, 1966

Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act, 1977

Waste Reduction Act, 1990

Water Quality Act, 1965

Water Resources Planning Act, 1965
Wilderness Act, 1964

2. Find the role of each of the agencies in bold in the introduction. Create a list of these roles. 
The Government and the Environment









